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	Our second edition of The Rice List is dedicated to the Rotary Club of Australia whose generous donation in December was used for numerous causes.  We were able to reroof and repair our ‘old’ school so we could use it for housing the homeless. December was yet another busy month with teaching, feeding, housing, births and celebrations in the Village.
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	“We hope everyone enjoyed a wonderful Chistmas and a Happy New Year with families, and wish much good health to all for 2009.”                           Kemsour & Kerry
We continue to provide free education
   to over 300 students of all ages:

         Khmer education
         English language
         Computer 
         Cooking
         Sewing
         Hairdressing
         Beauty therapy
         Traditional stone carving
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Our old school after much needed renovations
	We provided Free medical treatment 
and medication for Mondul 3 residents.
DECEMBER VOLUNTEERS

         Mika Matsunaga               Japan           Susana Little                       Peru             Matthew Little                      USA                                                                                                    Bernadette O’Sullivan   Australia

         Ben Lodge                     England

         Charlotte Rollin              England

         Lachlan MacRae            Canada

   Simone Eberhardt    Switzerland
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December Rice List

Rice care packages were provided to 95 of       the poorest families in Mondul 3 in December.  

31 bags of rice each weighing 50 kg were distributed between the families.  Soy sauce, seasoning and fish sauce were included in      each bag of rice.

We also fed 14 babies with nutritious formula, whose mothers cannot produce breastmilk.

	Srey Neat
Srey Neat is a student of New Hope. She has lived 15 years
 with an upper lip cleft.  We organized corrective surgery 
at the Angkor  Childrens Hospital for her in December.
 Our wonderful volunteer nurse Simone carefully monitored
 her hospital care and her post home care,  as there were complications both during the surgery and her postoperative 
care due to Srey Neat’s malnourished state.

Srey Neat’s mother showed no interest in providing care for 
her on her return home, and the result was her mouth would 
not heal.  Simone personally took control of her recovery and attended her home numerous times each day, 7 days a week
 to ensure she received nutritious food and proper cleaning.
Srey Neat is A okay now, and is scheduled to have her second operation in March, which will be lip reconstruction when a visiting plastic surgeon attends the hospital.  We will be sure to include updates regarding her progress in future newsletters.
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	KHMER TALENT
We would also like to dedicate this 
edition to a very talented artist and 
his sponsor Ms Scarlet Hongying. 
Scarlet is a fashion designer living

in China, and during her visit to New Hope she knew immediately she wanted to cover our school walls with Huat’s amazing Khmer Artwork.  
Not only did she accomplish this, she has now funded Huat’s flight to China and organized work for him in a gallery in the hope he finds his 
‘Big Break’.  He flew out to Beijing 
in December for 3 months. 

[image: image11.jpg]




	Mats, blankets, and mosquito nets

We were able to donate
10 mats, 12 blankets and
50 mosquito nets to needy
families in December.
One of the kids found a new
use for the mats – break dancing.
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Our first glimpse of Sokleab
	The story of Sok Leab

Sok Leab’s parents were murdered during the Civil War.  At the time she was only a young child but continued to exist on the streets along with many other orphans until she eventually found her way to a public orphanage in Siem Reap.  In these times orphanages were in a terrible state…… thousands upon thousands of orphans, children beaten, dilapidated buildings, raw sewage flowing, widespread diseases and minimal food.

Sok Leab survived these times, but still does not like to speak of her past.  She is a very quiet soul, and when asked of her history she remains quiet and silent tears flow.   

At the age of 20 years and with no education, Sok Leab left the confines of the orphanage to wait tables 7 days a week, until she met who she thought was the ‘love of her life’. 
He promised to look after her and marry her, but when she told him she was expecting his baby he beat her, leaving scars on her forehead.  She visited his parents only to be turned away, pretending they did not recognize her.



	Cont….
She wandered the streets of Siem Reap for 7 days with no money, food or water, until a kind security guard from Mondul 3 took her home to his family. This very poor family cared for her until her baby was due. 

Sokleab now resides in our old school and we have employed Art, a sprightly but homeless grandmother to reside with Sokleab and help her through these difficult times.  Sokleab will attend our English and Vocational classes, and let’s hope she will have a brighter future.  

Thankyou so much to Sokleab’s wonderful sponsors, John and Margaret George, Adelaide Australia. 
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Sokleab and her baby Sokleng

	Christmas Party at New Hope!!
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We held a children’s Christmas party on December 24th at New Hope.  Activities included games, arts and crafts, Karaoke and dancing.  The dance competition was hugely entertaining for students and volunteers alike.  Snacks and drinks were provided as well as small gifts.  It is always a joy to observe the passion and creativity of the Khmer students.   
	Hello Kitty sticker books were provided for the kids at the children’s Christmas party
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Our Dance Competition 
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More budding Khmer artists

	Birth Announcement

We would like to congratulate Srey Mom and Kemsour on the birth of their 2nd beautiful
baby boy.
Bonlake was born on 1st November  2008.

This just happened to be on Kerry’s 
50th Birthday,  so Kerry and Kemsour’s son 
sharing a birthday is obviously very 
Good Fortune for all.
	‘[image: image21.jpg]





	[image: image22.jpg]



[image: image23.jpg]



[image: image24.jpg]



Simple hygiene lessons and new tooth brushes were provided for the children in December.
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	The story of Mr Ran Sovean

Mr. Ran Sovean is a valued teacher at New Hope. 
Sok Khut his mother has never owned a home. 
She has lived in the Pagoda caring for the 
monks for many years.  

New Hope decided to donate $300 for materials 
To Mr. Sov, so he could build a house for her in 
the outer rural area.  Sok Khut spent weeks 
weaving hundreds of palm leaves together for
 her walls, so her son could do the construction.  

Congratulations to Mr. Sov and Sok Khut on an 
amazing accomplishment!!
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Faces of New Hope
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	Visitors
Baobab Tours and their group from Holland visited New Hope in December, as they do each month and generously give much needed donations to support our cause.  
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"The meaning of life is to count, to matter, to stand for something, to have it make some difference that we have lived at all".       Leo Rosten
	Sad News
‘Did not receive help soon enough’
Oern Nern and her 13 year old grandson Bonleaung were one of our Families in Need of sponsorship.  They lived a terrible existence in the slums behind the Karaoke Bars and survived by eating the scraps of other poor families.  
We were deliriously happy when Jacqui Burrows from Wales offered to sponsor this wonderful old lady who had endured so much.  
Sadly, when we went to visit and tell her the great news, we were told that Oern Nern had passed away two days earlier.  She was hungry, sick and still eating other peoples scraps until the day she died. 
We are currently attempting to identify exactly where Bonleaung is and what his future holds.



‘We have had numerous requests from supporters for our direct Bank Account details instead of donating via Justgiving.com/new-hope’
ANZ Royal Business Account No. 1007380    Swift Code (Branch No.)  ANZBKHPP                                
Bank Address: Lots 566, 568, 570 Street Tep Vong, Svaydangkum Village, Siem Reap District, Siem Reap, Cambodia.
Kemsour, Kerry and staff of New Hope Community Centre, sincerely thanks everyone who has donated and supported our cause….. ‘to restore hope and dignity to the very poor and desperate peoples of Mondul 3 Village’.
In the last few years, time has stood still for these families….. almost as though this pocket of men, women and children,            the very remnants of war and poverty had been forgotten by society….waking each morning to battle another day of hunger, another sickness, or another death.
As well a providing free education, New Hope have been working tirelessly with families in the community to restore basic               living standards, reroofing homes, installing water pumps and providing mosquito nets, mats and blankets for the winter.
Our Medical Practitioner has been treating and medicating approximately 100 patients per week. Hope of a brighter future            is starting to permeate throughout the community, some have planted small vegetable patches, some are requesting monies       for micro-businesses, while others are merely celebrating the fact they have rice to eat.
Children have been attending school for the first time in their lives, teens and adults are learning a trade instead of working         on  the street, homeless expectant mothers and children have food and shelter, and babies who have malnourished mums        and no breast milk have nutritious milk formulas,
Yet our work has just begun, for the needs here are great…….…but we have taken the first steps, and with your continued       help and support we will continue to educate, grow and prosper this deserved community.
Website :     www.newhopecambodia.com

Contact :  newhopecommunitycentre@hotmail.com
